Autism Society of North Carolina – Durham Local Unit

Chapter Meeting: 27th of October 2009

Meeting Notes

General Notes

· New GOOGLE GROUP for the Autism Society of NC – Durham County
· If you do not sign up for the new group, you will no longer receive emails
· November and December Meetings: There is a conflict with the reschedule dates because the 2nd Tuesdays are the EC-PTA Meetings. 
· The next meeting is TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1ST. 
· Next Meeting Topic :
· Autism Support and Advocacy Center will speak
· Updates regarding Durham Public Schools / EC PTA
Edward Jones: Trust Funds and Estate Planning (Lee Thomas and Joelle Fuller)
· Planning for your child’s future beyond your years
· Main emphasis: building relationships with clients to serve them long-term, working with individuals to obtain financial goals
· Annuities, Long-term care, trusts, insurance, estate planning, life insurance, etc…
· Edward Jones Trust Company – personalized asset management for the future
Durham Public Schools Updates

· Krista Saunders in the new Autism Specialist for DPS. She was a facilitator at another school and will be fully transitioned out of that position in two weeks. 
· There will be a lot of required autism specific trainings for EC teachers, regular educators, administrators, coordinators, and other personnel
· Trainings will be leveled and some of the trainings can be requested by the principal to be presented to the entire school staff
· Trainings will be provided on a regular, monthly basis
· Beginner to more experienced topics
· The list of topics has not been approved. VB is one of the topics on the list
· Lori Stuart – is a behavioral psychologist, not a BCBA – she is on consult for EC, not just autism
· Has there been any conversation about getting another Autism Specialist? How are you going to be effective with so many kids with autism in the district? ( Want the trainings to be used to educate people who will be on-site who will be familiar with autism
· Do you have a schedule for visiting schools?
· We are establishing a referral process for this. Ms. Saunders is available for IEP meetings if needed. Referrals will streamline the process. Parents and teachers can make a referral. 
· She has some standing meetings, weekly, with new teachers. Ms. Saunders is acting as a mentor for those teachers. There is no set schedule. The referral process will dictate the schedule. 
· What is your experience?
· Started in Chicago, teaching students with behavioral – emotional needs. 
· Came to NC for graduate school. Started in DPS in resource setting and worked with kids with different disabilities, including autism. 
· Moved to COPE program at Oak Grove for a few years. 
· Then she was a Facilitator for a partial school year. 
· Then she was an AU teacher at Burton for a partial school year.  
· She has taught an AU Extended School Year class for 3 summers
· This is Ms. Saunders 7th year in DPS. 
· Karen Carr – is taking a 6 hour ECAC course and she will be pulling the main information out to share with EC Parents. More volunteer parents are going to be trained to help with IEP meetings so that more parents will have someone to go to meetings with them.
· Can we get the ECAC’s literacy training in DPS? (This will be looked into
EC-PTA / ARRA, Stimulus Funds Updates

· The EC-PTA is growing strong – there is a google group for them too!
· You can join the EC-PTA meeting by going to your regular PTA meeting at your school
· The second Tuesday of every month at Hillandale Staff Development Center is the EC-PTA monthly meeting
· There are some Board of Education members that are very supportive of EC and are giving attention to discussions about Special Education reform 
· Larry Coleman, who leads the EC-PTA, is making a lot of contacts with the state to get answers about where the funds are going – not just for filling budget cuts but to do new and exciting things that we would not otherwise be able to do
· DPS has received 7.5 million dollars for EC
· If you have questions / concerns – please contact the Board of Education members – attend Board of Education meetings
